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In 1871, Mackay was accepted by the Canadian Board as a missionary to
China. He left Toronto on 19 September 1871 destined for China at the
age of 27. He travelled by rail to San Francisco where he boarded the S. S.
America, to cross the Pacific Ocean. He travelled two-months to Hong
Kong via Japan. After a short stay in Swatao and Amoy, Mackay travelled
to settle in Formosa (Taiwan). He first landed in Takao in the south, where
he found Presbyterian missionaries from England had been working there
since 1865. Yet nothing had been done in the north of Taiwan. Thus,
Mackay decided to start his missionary work in Tamsui, a port located 15
miles from Taipei. He arrived in Tamsui on March 9", 1872, escorted by
Hugh Ritchie. Mackay established a very first mission station in Tamsui
since then and he serviced there for the next 30 years until he died and
buried in Tamsui in 1901.
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Mackay devoted his life in Taiwan since 1871. He visited his hometown in
Canada only twice before he died and buried in Taiwan in 1901. Mackay
was a very enthusiastic missionary; he made numerous evangelical and
medical trips around the northern part of the island within the 30 years. In
1878, he married a local woman, Tui Chang-mia, and they had one son
(George William Mackay) and two daughters.
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http://tecom.digital.ntu.edu.tw/single.php?g=&museum=%E7
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: http://www.boch.gov.tw/boch/frontsite/cultureassets/caseBasi
and - cinfoAction.do?method=doViewCaseBasicInfo&caseld=FA0960
- 2000126&version=1&assetsClassifyld=1.1
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Mackay’ s mission in Taiwan was very successful. It was particularly
effective among some indigenous groups. Such as among the Kavalan
people, Mackay recorded: "Upward of 2,000 have thrown away their idols
and wish to follow the Lord of Hosts.” (Mackay p. 43-44)

In 1886, Mackay visited eighteen stations along the east coast around
Hualien, where he baptized 1,138 inhabitants. (Mackay p. 44) During the
French blockade of Taiwan in 1884-1885, there was a widespread
outbreak of anti-Christian sentiment resulting in burning of 7 mission
chapels. Nevertheless, in the course of Mackay' s whole missionary
career in Taiwan, there were more than 80 churches and 4,000 converts.
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